WORK IN ITALY, 1787-1794
of whom one may be a Doctor Bates mentioned in a letter
from Flaxman to Byerley.1
Wedgwood's most substantial service to Flaxman,
however, was to maintain the connection between them,
though on a different footing from that of earlier years*
Flaxman continued to do a certain amount of original
work for the firm. For example, on March 15, 1788,
he sent with a letter to Byerley 2 a wax medallion of the
Prince of Piedmont, and in the letter says, " I shall employ
all the time I can for Mr. W." ; and writing again to
Byerley3 on December 24, 1788, he refers to finishing
" a bas-relief restored from the antique of the birth of
Bacchus for Mr. W." Principally, however, Flaxman
served Wedgwood by supervising the work of Devaere, a
young sculptor in Wedgwood's employ, helping in the
choice of subjects, and supervising their execution.4 He
did not, however, as is sometimes said, control the main
enterprises of the firm in Italy. That was the business
first of Webber, who later became a leading modeller at
Etruria, and then of Jenkins, an English banker in Rome,
by whom Flaxman was himself sometimes paid. Flaxman,
however, continued to use the firm as a banker.
Flaxman left England in the early autumn.5   While
1 December 24, 1788.    Etruria Mus. MS. 1342.
8 Etruria Mus. MS. 210*
: Ibid. 1342.
* Wedgwood to Flaxman, February 11,1790.   Etruria Mus. MS. 55.
5 Cunningham says spring ; but references in letters prove him wrong,
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